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On 16 May 1871, the Vendôme Column – the symbol of Napoleon-era imperialism – came toppling 

down. In its stead, the Communards renamed the plaza ‘Place Internationale’. For them, the Paris 

Commune, which celebrates its 150th anniversary this year, was also a cultural fight – the necessity 

of toppling old symbols of Empire in order to erect emancipatory ones for humanity. 

In honour of this anniversary, Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research along with 26 international 

publishers, organised an online exhibition, Paris Commune 150. We invited artists from all over the 

world to reflect and reimagine the legacy of the Commune for the people’s struggles of today and 

tomorrow.  

The exhibition gathers work from 41 artists from 15 countries, with two works selected to be the 

cover and back cover art in the joint book publication Paris Commune 150 in 18 languages, which 

will be launched on 28 May – the day the Paris Commune was defeated 150 years ago. But as Karl 

Marx said, every defeat is in turn a lesson for the working class, to strengthen the struggles to come. 

This exhibition gathers almost the same number of artists who established the Federation of Artists in 

the middle of the 72-day-long workers’ state. 47 painters, sculptors, architects, engravers and 

decorative artists came together and declared in their manifesto: ‘The last cannon, its upturned 

muzzle covered with a phrygian bonnet, planted on a pedestal resting on three cannon balls: that 

colossal monument that we’ll erect together on the place Vendôme will be our column, for you and 

for us, the column of the people.’ Gustave Courbet, French socialist painter and one of the 

communards behind the Vendôme Column’s toppling, was elected the Minister of Culture – he called 

the Commune ‘the beautiful dream’.  

From the embers of ‘the beautiful dream’, new rebellions and revolutions have been and continue to 

be sparked. The images in this exhibition are some of these sparks that carry on the Commune’s 

legacy so that new dreams can be dreamt, new socialist monuments can be erected. Viva la 

commune! 



Shenby Untitled (United States) 



Andrea Busi Paris Commune Murals (Italy) 



Freda Guttman The Spirit of the Commune (Canada) 



Federico Ferro Paris Commune (Argentina) 



Evaldo Santos Oliveira Tropical Commune (Brazil) 



Beatriz Moraes Conquest of Struggle (Brazil) 



Adelso Moran Ros and Memo (Venezuela) 



Jorge Luis Rodríguez Aguilar Untitled (Cuba). 



Vedran Štimac Louise Michel: Homage to the Paris Commune (Croatia) 



Robert Streader Untitled (Great Britain / Young Communist League of Britain) 



Gabriel Martínez and Sonia Díaz Untitled (Spain / Un Mundo Feliz) 



Junaina Muhammed Untitled (India / Student Federation of India (SFI) / Young Socialist Artists 



Judy Ann Seidman Untitled (South Africa) 



Ramu Kriya Untitled (India) 



Jorge González Morales Untitled (Mexico) 



Ramchandran Viswanathan Vendôme Column comes down (India) 



Gianluca Staderini Vive (Italy / Red Star Press) 



Thiago Loureiro Commune Window to the Future (Brazil) 



Naveen Kumar Untitled (India / AIKS) 



Miguel Arturo Guerra Velásquez Untitled (Venezuela / UTOPIX) 



Boris Colin Alphonse Resolution of the Communards (India / CPI-ML) 



Joe Turpin Untitled (South Africa) 



M Awaludin Yusuf (Illustruth) Art is a Weapon of Culture (Indonesia) 



Philani E. Mhlungu Untitled (South Africa / Soweto Action Committee and Socialist Revolutionary Workers Party) 



Ghalmi Othmane Untitled (Morocco / Democratic Way) 



Gláucia Gusmão Luz Commune Resists (Brazil / Cestas ZN - Autonomia ZN) 



Kizhakoot Gopika Babu Class Struggle (India / Students’ Federation of India) 



S. Shilpa Untitled (India / Central University of Punjab) 



Midhun Puthutattu The Desperate Man in 2021 (India / Dastak Delhi University) 



Jake Romm The Match Is Spent, But The Flame Keeps Burning (United States) 



Carolina Vega Almeida The Commune Fights On (United States / Party for Socialism and Liberation) 



Luciléia da Silva Vieira Untitled (Brazil) 



Sara Ventura The Crowd (Organized) (Argentina) 



Fulvio Valente The fists look for the clouds (Italy) 



Vivek Resistance (India) 



Fabiola Sánchez Quiroz  Commune's Seed (Mexico / JEN)  



Shehi Shafi Forever (India) 



Michael Kowalchuk Vive la Commune! (United States / PSL) 



Sarah Ben Amar Orion (Algeria) 


